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Dear Mr. Chairman, 
Excellencies, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
I would like to express my gratitude for the possibility to address the members of the 
Commission on Population and Development. 
Twenty years have passed since we have gathered in Cairo and have adopted the Program 
of Action of the International Conference on Population and Development. Substantial 
progress has been achieved in addressing the major challenges of eliminating severe 
poverty, inequalities, fulfilment of sexual and reproductive health, achieving of gender 
equality and women empowerment. Still, there is much more to be done. Now the 
international community is facing a crucial moment marked by the negotiations for our 
common future – the Post-2015 Development Agenda that should be more people-
centred. In this respect we welcome and support the recommendations of the report of the 
Secretary-General on the operational review of the status of implementation of the 
Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and Development. 
We consider that further implementation of the ICPD Program of Action beyond 2014 is 
of significant importance. 
Addressing the world challenges requires a comprehensive approach and significant 
efforts by the Governments in developing effective, integrated and coherent national 
strategies focused on eliminating inequalities and social exclusion. Bulgaria considers 
that the social inclusion of marginalized groups of people, as well as of the persons with 
disabilities is a prerequisite for developing a society for all based on social justice and 
equal opportunities.  
The prosperity of a society is unthinkable without ensuring the full participation of 
women in the social and economic life. Therefore, the empowerment of women could be 
a significant tool in achieving growth. Since 1990 gender gap has narrowed to a certain 
extent. Nevertheless, women continue to be paid less than men for equal work and are 
often excluded from decision-making. 
Empowerment of women could be achieved by implementing strategies for promoting 
sexual and reproductive education and rights. Bulgaria has gained a significant 
experience in delivering comprehensive gender sensitive age appropriate sexual and 
reproductive programs for young people. Nowadays more young people actively 
participate in civil society organizations. It has become a tradition for the Bulgarian 
government to send youth delegates to the UN General Assembly regular sessions. Today 
as a member of the national delegation we have a young participant who represents the 
voice of the youth in our country. 
Investment in young people, in health and education is a prerequisite for economic 
growth and sustainable social development. Investing in human capital, in health and 
education, is the smartest investment of the 21st century that will help to make societies 
more competitive and resilient. 



We all can contribute for finding such solutions. Cooperation and partnership between 
counties will catalyze the developing processes and will lead to better opportunities for 
people. Therefore Governments, members of parliaments, civil society representatives, 
media should act in cooperative manner to promote human development and wellbeing. 
We reaffirm our commitment to the Program of Action of the International Conference 
on Population and Development and we stand behind the recommendation of the 
Secretary-General report. 
Thank you! 
 


